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t&attet, shaping it slowly but ceaselessly into an
instrument for its own use and expression.'* ^

This^ then, is the first fundamental error of
Scientific Socialism^ All the other errors emanate
from this misconception about social basis. The
problem of socialism is thus not merely raising

the material standard of people, it is funda*-
mentaly raising the consciousness o( people.

It is this consciousness that is the very basis of
society and a social change must mean a change
in the reactions of the people, so that before a

'structural change is effected they are prepared
to function rightly through the new organs that

com'e into existence. As H. G. Wells puts it:

<( The. problem of socialism is not   merely
the problem of distributing economic goods but
the problem of finding out real receivers of
power." This means, that the problem of socialism
is the problem of raising the consciousness of

people so that persons competent to function
through the new organs of society can come

into being. Consciousness precedes structure, is
the important trath which one fails to find in

the theories of social change propounded by
Scientific Socialism.

*' Evolution of Mw-Pvok Marcaul^